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Dearly Beloved in Christ:
The Lord is risen, alleluia! He has truly risen, alleluia! As we continue to live the grace of Easter, it is important that we stand firm in our Baptismal Vows of renouncing Satan and refusing to be mastered by sin. In Holy Scripture the Apostle Paul exhorts us, "If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him. As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus." (Romans 6: 8-11) Our Victorious Lord invites us to live in the grace and freedom He has won for us through His stupendous combat against the forces of darkness. It is all the more urgent that in these days we bear the light of Christ to our world. The light of Christ enlightens those in error with His truth and it brings the warmth of His divine charity to those whose hearts have grown cold through slavery to sin. But in order to walk in this light we received in our Baptism, we must draw close daily to the Lord in prayer and the reading of Sacred Scripture. I want to recommend to you the Epistles of Peter and John during this Eastertide. They are filled with great Easter themes and remind us of our vocation as sojourners on this earth; that in virtue of our incorporation into Christ our true homeland is heaven; and that we are to run the race to win an imperishable crown of victory. 
Thank you to all of you who have continued to financially support the parish! Your generosity is a true testament to your love for God and for your neighbor. As you can see in the financial report below, offertory has been hit and miss, but we have brought in about 75% of our regular offertory for March and April!  The parish was able to get financial assistance to continue paying staff through the end of June but your gift is as needed as ever! 
Assumption is an amazing community! I have sensed the presence of the Holy Spirit here since my arrival 7 months ago. I know that Our Lady has Her mantle over us in a particular way as I've seen countless souls experience the transforming power of Christ's grace in their lives. And Our Lord continues to bless us as He desires to raise up saints from among our members! The Archbishop has assigned us a transitional deacon to live and work at the parish this summer and on the weekends during the next school year. I am pleased to announce that Deacon Sean Conroy will be with us through his priestly ordination in May of 2021. Additionally, the Archbishop is sending two other seminarians to live with me and work in the parish this summer: Micah Flores and Zach Michalczyk. I am looking forward to living a communal life of prayer and recreation with them in the rectory and bringing them into my priestly ministry. 
Given our financial hit during this time, and the cost to feed 5 men living in the rectory, I have asked Cherri Brown to coordinate meals for the clergy and seminarians. If you are open to cooking a meal or two or more throughout the summer, please reach out to Cherri at clbgranny03@msn.com. We are not pickier eaters. But we appreciate the labor of love.
Know of my continued prayers for all of you. I love you all deeply in Christ the Good Shepherd. And just as He laid down His life for you, I eagerly desire to pour myself out for you, that the salvation Christ has entrusted to you may be guarded from diabolic forces of sin and darkness and that you may day by day grow in the righteousness that flows from Our Victorious Lord Jesus Christ.
Oremus pro invicem! 
Father Nick Larkin 
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Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Easter with Father Nick Larkin

Live Streamed Sunday, May 3rd 9:00am: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLg2hTK9AI8
